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Canadian National (CN) and Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) Update 

Rail Negotiations and Impact 

The Canadian International Freight Forwarders Association (CIFFA) has raised alarms over the 
potential disruption in rail services, prompting them to send letters to Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau and Labour Minister Steven MacKinnon. CIFFA stressed that a complete rail stoppage 
would have a severe impact on Canada’s supply chain, affecting approximately 14,000 
employees across various sectors, including customs brokers, drayage, freight brokers, load 
brokers, and warehouse operators. 

In preparation for a potential work stoppage starting August 22nd, Canadian National (CN) has 
implemented several embargoes on carload and intermodal traffic, including all commodities 
originating in Canada and the U.S. destined for Canada. The Port of Vancouver is anticipating 
significant disruptions, while Maersk has pre-emptively stopped accepting certain Canada-
bound cargo to mitigate potential delays. 

 Key Points: 

CN Rail Embargoes: Effective August 22, 00:01 ET: 

• All commodities originating in Canada. 
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• All commodities originating in the U.S. destined for Canada. 

• All carload traffic destined for Canadian interchange. 

• Effective August 12: All RSSM (Rail Security-Sensitive Material), PIH/TIH (Poison 
Inhalation Hazard/Toxic Inhalation Hazard) commodities destined for Canada from U.S. 
origins or U.S. interchange. 

• Effective August 15: All RSSM, PIH/TIH commodities (and residue empties) from all 
Canadian origins. 

Intermodal Embargoes: Effective August 22, 00:01 ET: 

• Restriction on ingates for all remaining intermodal traffic in Canada, including U.S. and 
Mexico traffic from Canada. 

• Restriction on all remaining U.S. intermodal traffic destined for Canada. 

• Effective August 15: Restriction on ingates for all temperature-controlled intermodal 
traffic across CN’s network.  

Additional details in links below: 

• Port of Vancouver Operations Update #1 – Rail disruptions | Port of Vancouver 
(portvancouver.com) 

• Maersk to stop accepting some Canada-bound cargo ahead of possible rail strike | 
Reuters 

• CN Issues Lockout Notice to Teamsters | cn.ca 

• Teamsters Canada Rail | Latest news & Updates (teamstersrail.ca) 

• CN's updates 

• CPKC's updates 

KWE aims to mitigate any disruptions to client supply chains and will continue to monitor the 
situation as it develops. We will continue to provide timely updates and support to ensure the 
continuity of your cargo operations. For further assistance, please contact your KWE 
representative. 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.portvancouver.com%2Fabout-us%2Finformation-updates%2Fport-of-vancouver-operations-update-1-august-19-2024-rail-disruptions%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7Cacd387591efa47cb652f08dcc136c053%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638597688131188726%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1K5gk%2BWS3DkFKxbfIyAKnI%2BV8fhc27kDwADayTk5uDQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.portvancouver.com%2Fabout-us%2Finformation-updates%2Fport-of-vancouver-operations-update-1-august-19-2024-rail-disruptions%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7Cacd387591efa47cb652f08dcc136c053%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638597688131188726%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1K5gk%2BWS3DkFKxbfIyAKnI%2BV8fhc27kDwADayTk5uDQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fmarkets%2Fcommodities%2Fmaersk-stop-accepting-some-canada-bound-cargo-ahead-possible-rail-strike-2024-08-19%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7Cacd387591efa47cb652f08dcc136c053%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638597688131201700%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OqXlKl4gGonzkpCvD9MLXOh3zFfOCFnQ7qbDsoUhzOI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fmarkets%2Fcommodities%2Fmaersk-stop-accepting-some-canada-bound-cargo-ahead-possible-rail-strike-2024-08-19%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7Cacd387591efa47cb652f08dcc136c053%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638597688131201700%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OqXlKl4gGonzkpCvD9MLXOh3zFfOCFnQ7qbDsoUhzOI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cn.ca%2Fen%2Fnews%2F2024%2F08%2Fcn-issues-lockout-notice-to-teamsters&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7C5a5dbe54d12f4fc08f1208dcc131a4ed%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638597666171811422%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EvUaN3g5KK17sxc3dVh7bZKUD8ukfvmd0HxlB2W6ZPA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteamstersrail.ca%2Fnews-details%2Fnews%2Flatest-news-updates%2F24083%2F92580&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7C5a5dbe54d12f4fc08f1208dcc131a4ed%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638597666171824973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C5IlqEa%2FEpM41XYNB%2FZly5UpaSclbN5FSmG6HZJ5ChU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cn.ca%2Fen%2Fmedia%2Fcn-and-tcrc-bargaining-updates-&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7C5a5dbe54d12f4fc08f1208dcc131a4ed%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638597666171835324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bncYAh%2B0n1C2jcY43CaiEr0tHjHdz9HfLylLpt4ivcE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cpkcr.com%2Fen%2Fmedia%2FTCRC-bargaining-updates&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7C5a5dbe54d12f4fc08f1208dcc131a4ed%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638597666171843892%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XBG3Yhz%2BvBJjS9Kk0lI0gTNchPuApWFY%2B5hQzjoOsdI%3D&reserved=0

