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CN Railway Lockout and Work Stoppage 

Over the past nine months, Canadian National Railway (CN) has been in negotiations with the 
Teamsters Canada Rail Conference (TCRC), aiming to reach an agreement that ensures 
employee safety, better pay, improved rest, and more predictable schedules. Despite these 
efforts, including a final offer presented on August 21, the union has not responded, leading to a 
lockout. As of 00:01 ET on August 22, CN has locked out TCRC-represented employees. This 
lockout has resulted in a complete halt of train movements within Canada and between Canada 
and the United States, significantly impacting the economy, especially as peak fall volumes 
approach.  

The decision to cease operations was made in a controlled manner to prioritize safety across 
the network and communities. CN emphasizes that the halt was not taken lightly but was 
necessary to ensure an orderly shutdown and facilitate a smooth resumption once the dispute is 
resolved. 
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What This Means for You: 

• Information on embargoes has been regularly updated, with the latest details available 
on CN's official page. 

• The stoppage has severe implications for customers and the Canadian economy. 
• CN remains committed to finding a resolution and urges the union to cooperate in 

reaching a swift agreement. 
• In the absence of progress, CN is calling on the government to mandate binding 

arbitration to protect Canadian jobs and the economy. 
KWE aims to mitigate any disruptions to client supply chains and will continue to monitor the 
situation as it develops. We will continue to provide timely updates and support to ensure the 
continuity of your cargo operations. For further assistance, please contact your KWE 
representative.  

For addition information refer to the official statements and updates from CN and related parties: 

• CN's updates 
• CPKC's updates 
• https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/cpkc-locks-out-tcrc-employees-moves-to-

full-shut-down-of-canadian-rail-network-302228247.html 
• https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/cn-railway-cpkc-lockout-job-action-

negotiations-1.7301419 
• https://teamsters.ca/blog/2024/08/22/cn-and-cpkc-begin-work-stoppage/ 

 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cn.ca%2Fen%2Fmedia%2Fcn-and-tcrc-bargaining-updates-&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7C0115c3ccdeb7420183d808dcc2a874a4%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638599275977661335%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jZZb3pJaUyZCormmlyLQrEi4Uojiqe6bCf%2B6Sizh9%2Bs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cpkcr.com%2Fen%2Fmedia%2FTCRC-bargaining-updates&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7C0115c3ccdeb7420183d808dcc2a874a4%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638599275977674506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=03JrfmWGpfvswfBw3D8i857IXWezUXjUm0g8WoE8JOM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.prnewswire.com%2Fnews-releases%2Fcpkc-locks-out-tcrc-employees-moves-to-full-shut-down-of-canadian-rail-network-302228247.html&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7C0115c3ccdeb7420183d808dcc2a874a4%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638599275977681979%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pzH4TXdJRkp797kXUGnkcJv09%2Bx24V6F6N%2Bcz2kOiVo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.prnewswire.com%2Fnews-releases%2Fcpkc-locks-out-tcrc-employees-moves-to-full-shut-down-of-canadian-rail-network-302228247.html&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7C0115c3ccdeb7420183d808dcc2a874a4%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638599275977681979%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pzH4TXdJRkp797kXUGnkcJv09%2Bx24V6F6N%2Bcz2kOiVo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2Fcalgary%2Fcn-railway-cpkc-lockout-job-action-negotiations-1.7301419&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7C0115c3ccdeb7420183d808dcc2a874a4%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638599275977689439%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uKn%2BhQhXIIthsnv3cbXjWGV8BSIdUXnvZ1puxIHKW5o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2Fcalgary%2Fcn-railway-cpkc-lockout-job-action-negotiations-1.7301419&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7C0115c3ccdeb7420183d808dcc2a874a4%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638599275977689439%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uKn%2BhQhXIIthsnv3cbXjWGV8BSIdUXnvZ1puxIHKW5o%3D&reserved=0
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