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CN Resumes Operations Amid Ongoing CPKC Work Stoppage: Government Steps In 

The Canadian government, under Labour Minister Steven MacKinnon, has intervened in a labor dispute 
involving Canadian National Railway (CN) and Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) by invoking Section 
107 of the Canada Labour Code. The Canada Industrial Relations Board (CIRB) has been directed to 
impose final binding arbitration. CN has ended its lockout and initiated a recovery plan, with workers 
returning on August 23, while embargoes remain. However, the work stoppage at CPKC continues as the 
union disputes the Minister’s directive, potentially delaying the resolution. The simultaneous work 
stoppage and strike by over 9,000 unionized workers could result in significant economic losses. 

Key Points: 

• Government Action: Labour Minister invoked Section 107 of the Canada Labour Code, directing 
CIRB to enforce final binding arbitration for CN and CPKC. 

• CN Operations: CN ended its lockout on August 22 and began a recovery plan, with workers 
returning on August 23 under ongoing embargoes. 
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• CPKC: CPKC's work stoppage continues with no clear resolution from CIRB as the union 
challenges the directive. 

• Economic Risks: The dispute involving over 9,000 workers risks substantial economic losses. 
• Next Steps: Binding arbitration has been initiated, and current labor agreements will be 

extended until new ones are reached. 
 
KWE aims to mitigate any disruptions to client supply chains and will continue to monitor the 
situation as it develops. For further assistance, please contact your KWE representative. 
  
For addition information refer to the updates below: 
 

• CN's updates 
• CPKC's updates 
• Rail strike impact: Federal intervention into work stoppage | CTV News 
• https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/canadian-national-railways-canadian-

pacific-lock-out-teamsters-union-workers-2024-08-22/ 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkwe.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D307656fcbfb000e779e6ed90a%26id%3D53c541b529%26e%3D5f5f280816&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7C8f8d6cbaf0584ee6700408dcc37c70fe%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638600186467846218%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B2%2FPYv%2BLkSjms9VUPQfNPEgpF%2B%2Bls%2F9hemp1xNuTIrM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkwe.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D307656fcbfb000e779e6ed90a%26id%3D7cdcf485b2%26e%3D5f5f280816&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7C8f8d6cbaf0584ee6700408dcc37c70fe%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638600186467853978%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6XdY7cIYWC4ljpGkYWUVM6KBCmWArP5d15852F37s9M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkwe.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D307656fcbfb000e779e6ed90a%26id%3D34c0a3ff75%26e%3D5f5f280816&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.trejo%40am.kwe.com%7C8f8d6cbaf0584ee6700408dcc37c70fe%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638600186467861503%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Gyj0aIvjKd0IJfLSqv88rPkuZzO7zV%2FYLiePRDgpxdg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/canadian-national-railways-canadian-pacific-lock-out-teamsters-union-workers-2024-08-22/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/canadian-national-railways-canadian-pacific-lock-out-teamsters-union-workers-2024-08-22/

