
   

    

 
DISCLAIMER: The subject matter of this announcement is provided for informational purposes only. Any and all data is 
obtained from internal and external sources believed to be true and accurate at the time of publication. Forward-looking 
statements derived from such data should not be taken as guarantees of future performance, nor should they be relied 
upon as fact. KWE is not responsible or liable for any inaccurate information contained herein, and under no obligation to 
update forward looking statements except as required by applicable security laws. 
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On November 5, 2025, the U.S. Department of Transportation and Federal Aviation Administration 
announced a managed reduction in flight movements at 40 high-volume U.S. airports to maintain safety 
during the ongoing federal shutdown. The cut begins Friday, November 7 and phases up over several 
days (approximately 4% Friday, 5% Saturday, 6% Sunday) before reaching 10% next week.  
While long-haul international and hub-to-hub services are initially prioritized to continue, industry reporting 
notes that domestic reductions can still create network ripple effects—including delays, schedule 
changes, and tighter airfreight connectivity—particularly during peak season. 
Scope and potential impacts 

• Airports affected: Major passenger and cargo gateways will be impacted, including JFK, EWR, 
ATL, ORD, DEN, and LAX. This raises the likelihood of belly capacity constraints, freighter 
schedule adjustments, and downstream connection challenges even when international sectors 
operate. 

• Peak-season sensitivity: Logistics stakeholders warn that flight reductions during the holiday 
peak can slow airfreight flows and lengthen recovery times if disruptions cascade. 

• Escalation risk if shutdown persists: Separate industry reporting highlights the possibility of 
reduced operations or temporary closures at some airports should staffing pressures intensify, 
with potential knock-on effects for international schedules. 

KWE will continue monitoring FAA advisories and airline schedule changes and will keep you updated as 
conditions evolve. For shipment-level guidance, please contact your local KWE representative. 
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