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GLOBAL APERTURE 

In the lead-up to U.S. President Trump’s August 1st tariff negotiation deadline, several countries 
have reached trade deals to avoid steep new tariffs. A major agreement was announced 
between the U.S. and the European Commission, setting a 15% tariff on most European imports 
and ending the previous 25% tariff on European automobiles. As part of the agreement, the 
European Union would purchase $750 billion in U.S. energy. In addition, certain strategic 
products, including aircraft parts, specific chemicals, and select agricultural goods, will not be 
subject to tariffs. 

Japan also secured an agreement to a 15% reciprocal tariff, lower than the originally proposed 
25% by the U.S. Additionally, Japan will open its economy further to U.S. goods. Meanwhile, the 
U.S. President announced a new 19% tariff on imports from the Philippines. 

Starting August 1st, the U.S. announced they will impose a 25% tariff on Indian imports, with the 
possibility of additional penalties tied to India’s ongoing energy purchases from Russia. The 
announcement follows stalled trade negotiations between the two countries. 

https://apnews.com/article/eu-tariffs-united-states-15-prices-growth-31e52a6dda17f3b5d70475e1cd0002ca
https://www.supplychaindive.com/news/us-eu-trade-deal-trump-von-der-leyen-tariffs/754028/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cpwq4dljjdko
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/clynwv7gn2do
https://gcaptain.com/trump-hits-indian-imports-with-25-tariff-starting-aug-1/


Air cargo tonnages on Asia-Pacific–U.S. lanes rebounded in mid-July, with strong gains from 
Southeast Asia and a 9% rise from Japan, according to market data provider WorldACD. 
However, as worldwide tonnages still dipped 2% overall, WorldACD noted that the July 14–20 
increases were more likely a correction of the previous week’s declines than a surge ahead of 
the August 1 U.S. tariff deadline. 

 

REGIONAL FOCUS - AMERICAS 

United States: Union Pacific has proposed an $85 billion merger with Norfolk Southern to form 
the first transcontinental freight railroad in the U.S., connecting ports on both coasts through 
50,000 miles of track. The railroads say the merger will enhance service and supply chain 
efficiency, but regulators and labor unions have raised concerns about safety and reduced 
competition. 

The U.S. President signed an executive order on July 30th to impose a 40% tariff on Brazilian 
imports on top of the baseline 10% general import tariff already in place. In response, Brazil’s 
President criticized the move but emphasized Brazil’s willingness to negotiate trade matters. 
The tariffs are set to take effect the week of August 5th and exclude certain products, including 
civil aircraft and parts, aluminum, tin, wood pulp, energy products, and fertilizers. 

The ports of Savannah and Los Angeles each moved nearly 5 million twenty-foot equivalent 
units (TEUs) in the first half of 2025, with Savannah marking its second busiest fiscal year and 
Los Angeles setting a new June record. Long Beach, New York/New Jersey, and Houston also 
saw strong throughput, supported by trade shifts and continued infrastructure investment.  

 
REGIONAL FOCUS – ASIA-PACIFIC 

The Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) reported continued growth in June 2025 for 
carriers in the region. International air cargo demand rose 5.6% year over year, driven by a 
rebound in global manufacturing and strong demand for e-commerce and time-sensitive 
shipments. Freight capacity increased by 7.1%. 

Thailand/Cambodia: Thailand and Cambodia began a ceasefire on July 29th following several days of 
deadly border clashes. Both governments have agreed to resume diplomatic communication and will 
begin formal boundary talks on August 4th. While conditions along the border have started to stabilize 
under the truce, land border crossings remain closed on the Thai side, while limited airspace restrictions 
are in place near the conflict zone, though commercial flights and airports are unaffected. 

Singapore: Changi Airport handled 568,793 US tons of airfreight in Q2 2025, marking a 6.2% year-on-year 
increase. Import volumes led the growth, rising 8%. The top air cargo markets for the quarter included 
China, the United States, Hong Kong, Australia, and India. 

https://www.aircargonews.net/data-news/no-tariff-effect-on-rebound-in-southeast-asia-us-volumes/1080444.article
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/union-pacific-and-norfolk-southern-in-merger-talks-to-create-coast-to-coast-railroad
https://apnews.com/article/union-pacific-norfolk-southern-transcontinental-railroad-merger-b15664ec5cc55b985a0a32a1bf990d41
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/07/29/union-pacific-norfolk-southern-mega-merger-rail-labor-union-opposition.html
https://apnews.com/article/trump-brazil-tariffs-bolsonaro-lula-trade-imbalance-de4cf0669b00a76149e8f39f200af502
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jul/30/us-brazil-lula-trump-tariffs
https://www.porttechnology.org/news/top-5-us-ports-by-teus-in-2025-so-far/
https://www.marinelog.com/inland-coastal/georgia-ports-moved-8-6-more-boxes-in-fy-2025/
https://payloadasia.com/2025/07/passenger-cargo-traffic-surge-asia-pacific-airlines-june-2025/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/07/28/asia/thailand-cambodia-ceasefire-intl
https://apnews.com/article/thailand-cambodia-armed-clash-border-5b1e15987fb02132268913e474250c51
https://apnews.com/article/thailand-cambodia-armed-clash-border-5b1e15987fb02132268913e474250c51
https://www.thaigov.go.th/news/contents/details/98998
https://www.ch-aviation.com/news/156545-cambodia-thailand-restrict-border-airspace-due-to-clashes
https://www.aircargonews.net/cargo-airports/singapore-changi-cargo-volumes-on-the-up-in-q2/1080423.article


KWE-AF-2022-W37-EN 

DISCLAIMER: The subject matter of this announcement is provided for informational purposes only. Any and all data is obtained from internal 
and external sources believed to be true and accurate at the time of publication. Forward-looking statements derived from such data should not be 
taken as guarantees of future performance, nor should they be relied upon as fact. KWE is not responsible or liable for any inaccurate information 
contained herein, and under no obligation to update forward-looking statements except as required by applicable security laws. 

REGIONAL FOCUS – EUROPE, MIDDLE EAST & AFRICA

Netherlands: The Port of Rotterdam has begun a renovation of the Rozenburg Lock, a key 
passage for inland vessels that manages around 20,000 ship movements annually. The 
upgrade includes improvements to the lock chamber, gates, bridges, and control systems, with 
a six-month closure planned in 2026. 

 

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/port-of-rotterdam-begins-major-renovation-on-rozenburg-lock/

