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DISCLAIMER: The subject matter of this announcement is provided for informational purposes only. Any and all data is obtained from internal 
and external sources believed to be true and accurate at the time of publication. Forward-looking statements derived from such data should not be 
taken as guarantees of future performance, nor should they be relied upon as fact. KWE is not responsible or liable for any inaccurate information 
contained herein, and under no obligation to update forward-looking statements except as required by applicable security laws. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

GLOBAL APERTURE 

It’s apparently a sign of the times when the world’s largest, newest containership fails to 
maximize cargo load on its maiden voyage. Manufacturing demand ex-China is falling—trade 
analysts worry that a sustained drop may provoke factories to shutter two weeks earlier than 
usual for the upcoming Lunar Holidays.  
Pessimism offers the path of least resistance to any challenge: another container line pulls out 
of the market, sweeping a dozen Panamax ships away from US-Europe and Asia-Europe trade 
lanes.  
But most businesses prefer a path to get through any challenge. The Russian oil price cap 
enforcement date is less than one week away and industry eyes are trailing toward Liquefied 
Natural Gas (LNG) to power maritime vessels. And global ocean carriers are finally going where 
no maritime vessels have gone before—albeit not with maritime vessels. 
  
When it comes to air cargo policy, the Airforwarders Association (AfA) is now taking notes from 
current maritime pitfalls and loose ends. We think they’ll skip over kite-powered sailing. 
 

https://gcaptain.com/sign-of-the-times-new-worlds-largest-containership-sails-light-on-maiden-voyage/
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/12/04/manufacturing-orders-from-china-down-40percent-in-demand-collapse.html
https://www.wastetodaymagazine.com/article/container-shipping-recycling-usa-china-blank-europe/
https://splash247.com/new-entrants-exit-the-main-box-tradelanes/
https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/russian-oil-price-cap-put-to-the-test/
https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/russian-oil-price-cap-put-to-the-test/
https://maritime-executive.com/article/dnv-predicts-a-strong-future-for-lng-fueled-ships
https://www.stattimes.com/air-cargo/msc-to-use-liege-airport-as-european-hub-for-new-air-cargo-airline-1347190
https://www.aircargonews.net/monthly-exclusive/prevention-is-better-than-an-air-cargo-cure/
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/sea-transport/watch-this-cargo-ship-fly-a-giant-kite-to-save-fuel-and-cut-emissions


 

REGIONAL FOCUS - AMERICAS
 
Trucks remain backed up outside the Port of Mobile due to computer system glitch; Dock 
renovations are greenlit at Savannah Port to expand handling capabilities; and Charleston is 
now the deepest harbor on the East Coast with completion of deepening project initiated in 2018. Ports 
in the Gulf Coast are catching the spotlight as New York-New Jersey “plan for the future” and West 
Coast labor talks continue in the background. 
Mexico’s government reviews a proposal to modify trucking hours-of-service (HOS) rule. 
Colombia announces plans to implement Master Intermodal Plan to further address 
competitiveness and sustainability. These plans will also help fill implementation gap the country 
needs to resolve as a signatory of Marpol (International Convention for the Prevention of 
Pollution from Ships). 
 

 

REGIONAL FOCUS – ASIA-PACIFIC
 
Intermodal imports are slowing their roll into China since the reintroduction of city lockdown 
measures; new air cargo connections spring from Shenzhen and Shanghai to Southeast Asia 
and Europe to compensate. Worker unions in South Korea also staged protests in support of 
the ongoing trucker strike.  
India’s state-owned ports log a 3% year-over-year gain in cargo throughput. Japanese Customs 
officers receive new tech to increase operational efficiencies and Japanese manufacturers 
survey to move away from Chinese suppliers. 
 

 

REGIONAL FOCUS – EUROPE, MIDDLE EAST & AFRICA
 
Europe’s winter freeze fires up LNG markets but the region’s energy infrastructure can “avoid 
the lights going off for the season, according to government officials. At least 20 oil tankers are 
stuck dead in Turkish waters after new insurance regulations were imposed on December 1. 
Global food prices stabilize on news of larger-than-expected harvest in Ukraine along with the 
newly-extended Black Sea Grain Initiative. 

Lots of strike action in the UK may face military opposition—that is, the military may be 
deployed to fulfill emergency services. It’s uncertain if this will extend to Felixstowe Port, which 
is still under threat of strike action due to stalled contract negotiations. 

 

https://www.fox10tv.com/2022/12/06/i-10-truck-backup-due-computer-glitch-port-container-facility-officials-say/
https://www.ajc.com/news/georgia-ports-to-expand-savannahs-ocean-terminal-for-more-containers/CW4QC4PE4ZBK5B25QJQGVS3JPM/
https://www.ajc.com/news/georgia-ports-to-expand-savannahs-ocean-terminal-for-more-containers/CW4QC4PE4ZBK5B25QJQGVS3JPM/
https://www.porttechnology.org/news/charleston-becomes-deepest-harbour-on-the-east-coast/
https://www.porttechnology.org/news/charleston-becomes-deepest-harbour-on-the-east-coast/
https://gcaptain.com/port-of-new-york-and-new-jersey-will-fight-to-retain-leading-market-share/
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/borderlands-mexico-proposes-to-modify-truck-drivers-hours-of-service-rule
https://www.porttechnology.org/news/covid-19-protests-sink-chinas-intermodal-imports-by-third/
https://aviationsourcenews.com/airline/k-mile-asia-shenzhen-charter-programme/
https://www.ajot.com/news/etihad-cargo-expands-operations-in-china-and-india-with-induction-of-shanghai-chennai-direct-route
https://www.routesonline.com/airports/2359/amsterdam-airport-schiphol/news/299050/china-southern-airlines-connects-amsterdam-and-shenzhen/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20221206008551315?section=news
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20221206008551315?section=news
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/amid-trade-slowdown-port-cargo-traffic-growth-in-november-at-3-122120601054_1.html
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2022/11/30/national/customs-offices-smart-glasses/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Supply-Chain/Japan-makers-to-reduce-reliance-on-China-suppliers-Nikkei-survey
https://www.naturalgasintel.com/colder-weather-lifts-lng-prices-as-europes-premium-to-asia-widens/
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/electric-vehicles-wind-turbines-and-europes-energy-crunch/
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/electric-vehicles-wind-turbines-and-europes-energy-crunch/
https://www.businessinsurance.com/article/20221206/NEWS06/912354137/Tanker-clears-Turkish-shipping-logjam-with-Russian-insurance-letter
https://www.businessinsurance.com/article/20221206/NEWS06/912354137/Tanker-clears-Turkish-shipping-logjam-with-Russian-insurance-letter
https://www.agri-pulse.com/articles/18578-daybreak-dec-5-global-food-prices-stabilize
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/150590/larger-wheat-harvest-in-ukraine-than-expected
https://en.interfax.com.ua/news/economic/876347.html
https://www.portlincolntimes.com.au/story/8006772/uk-looks-to-military-to-ease-strikes/?cs=5461
https://theloadstar.com/container-terminal-operators-face-rising-costs-in-a-softer-market/

