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DISCLAIMER: The subject matter of this a nnouncement is provided for informa tional purposes only. Any and a ll da ta  is obta ined from interna l 
and externa l sources believed to be true and accura te a t the time of publica tion. Forward-looking sta tements derived from such da ta  should not be  
taken as gua rantees of future performa nce, nor should they be relied upon as fact. KWE is not responsible or liable for any inaccura te informa tion 
conta ined herein, and under no obliga tion to upda te forwa rd-looking sta tements except as required by applicable security laws. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

GLOBAL APERTURE 

Red Sea diversions have led to smaller vessels and slower speeds, exacerbating the 
environmental impact in the Far East-Mediterranean and Far East-Northern Europe trades. The 
Saudi Arabian port of Jeddah has seen a significant decrease in calls from top carriers, resulting 
in increased CO2 emissions due to longer routes.  
 
As a reminder, the European Union's ICS2 will take effect on July 1st. ICS2 is the EU’s new 
customs pre-arrival security and safety program, designed to safeguard the EU internal market 
and its citizens. It gathers advance cargo information to detect threats early and enables tailored 
customs measures, all while simplifying trade procedures for lawful goods. For more information 
on ICS2, please refer to the European Commission’s official website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://gcaptain.com/red-sea-reroutings-drive-up-liners-co2-emissions/
https://gcaptain.com/red-sea-reroutings-drive-up-liners-co2-emissions/
https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/customs-4/customs-security/import-control-system-2-ics2-0_en


REGIONAL FOCUS – AMERICAS 

United Sates: Opened on April 25 in response to the Key Bridge collapse, the Fort McHenry 
Limited Access Channel saw its first vessel navigate through. This channel now allows stranded 
commercial vessels in the Port of Baltimore to resume transit, offering them a crucial route back 
to open waters. 

On Monday, April 29th, The Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) has reinstated state-run 
safety inspections at the Ysleta-Zaragoza International Bridge in El Paso, Texas, resulting in 
hours-long delays for cross-border truck drivers. All commercial vehicles arriving from Mexico 
are being stopped and inspected. These inspections, which may extend to other cargo facilities 
in El Paso, significantly impact wait times and the flow of commercial vehicles entering the U.S., 
causing delays of over 8 hours at the bridge. 
 

REGIONAL FOCUS – ASIA-PACIFIC
India: At Sri Lanka’s Colombo port, container lines are struggling with severe capacity 
constraints as they rearrange their calls amid the Red Sea disruptions. The limited availability of 
berths, particularly for cargo to and from the Middle East, further complicates the challenges 
faced by container lines. 
 
REGIONAL FOCUS – EUROPE, MIDDLE EAST & AFRICA

European ports, particularly in Germany and Belgium, are facing challenges coping with a surge 
in vehicle imports, leading to congestion and delays as car sales slow throughout Europe. 
Further logistical issues, including a shortage of truck drivers, contribute to the longer dwell 
times for vehicles at these ports. 

 

France: France's civil aviation authority and air traffic controllers avoided a major strike set for 
April 25 through a last-minute agreement. However, significant flight cancellations are still 
expected at major French airports, with further disruptions looming as The National Syndicate of 
Air Traffic Controllers (SNCTA) issues additional strike notices for May 9-11 and warns of 
potential action in June over negotiation disputes with the Directorate General for Civil Aviation 
(DGAC). 

 

United Kingdom: Aircraft refueling handlers at London Heathrow Airport are set to strike for 72 
hours beginning May 4, potentially disrupting air cargo operations. The industrial action, initiated 
by 50 Unite trade union members, could impact services for numerous airlines and significant 
numbers of flights if aircraft are not refueled as normal. 

 
 

https://www.worldcargonews.com/news/2024/04/first-commercial-ships-sail-through-newly-opened-channel-in-baltimore/?gdpr=accept
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/texas-resumes-truck-safety-inspections-at-border-entry-in-el-paso
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/texas-resumes-truck-safety-inspections-at-border-entry-in-el-paso
https://theloadstar.com/colombo-capacity-crunch-adding-to-container-line-woes/
https://theloadstar.com/colombo-capacity-crunch-adding-to-container-line-woes/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hellenicshippingnews.com%2Feuropean-ports-swamped-with-cars-amid-china-ev-offensive%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chaley.swanson%40am.kwe.com%7C27acb60adefe4bd9850c08dc697b5735%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638501225674089206%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OgeKLs2B6BW6wO5o169iygczRzBuV%2B%2F%2BcI%2FQT0hQmFY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hellenicshippingnews.com%2Feuropean-ports-swamped-with-cars-amid-china-ev-offensive%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chaley.swanson%40am.kwe.com%7C27acb60adefe4bd9850c08dc697b5735%7Cd245a9b2207b44d9a89d8a679234928a%7C0%7C0%7C638501225674089206%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OgeKLs2B6BW6wO5o169iygczRzBuV%2B%2F%2BcI%2FQT0hQmFY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.connexionfrance.com/news/breaking-thursdays-air-strike-in-france-called-off-disruption-still-expected/654483
https://www.connexionfrance.com/news/breaking-thursdays-air-strike-in-france-called-off-disruption-still-expected/654483
https://www.aircargonews.net/cargo-airport/threat-to-cargo-operations-from-strike-action-at-heathrow/
https://www.aircargonews.net/cargo-airport/threat-to-cargo-operations-from-strike-action-at-heathrow/

